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To All Doctors of Podiatric Medicine:  
 
The Governor signed some final bills before this session concluded. Included in these bills was AB 
526 which authorizes a licensed dentist or podiatrist to independently prescribe and administer 
COVID-19 and influenza (flu) vaccines that are approved by the United States Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) for persons three years of age or older. This bill will also add dentists and 
pharmacists-in-charge to the list of professions allowed to serve as “laboratory directors,” and allow 
them to perform certain low risk tests, such as those for COVID-19. This bill contains an urgency 
statute so it will go into immediate effect. AB 526 has been codified in our practice act as follows: 
 
Section 2473 is added to the Business and Professions Code, to read: 
(a) A doctor of podiatric medicine may independently prescribe and administer influenza and COVID-
19 vaccines approved or authorized by the United States Food and Drug Administration in 
compliance with the individual federal Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) 
influenza and COVID-19 vaccine recommendations, and published by the federal Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) to persons three years of age or older. 
(b) In order to prescribe and administer a vaccine described in subdivision (a), a doctor of podiatric 
medicine shall do all of the following: 
(1) Complete an immunization training program biennially that is either offered by the CDC or taken 
through a registered provider approved by the board that, at a minimum, includes vaccine 
administration, prevention and management of adverse reactions, and maintenance of vaccine 
records. 
(2) Comply with all state and federal recordkeeping and reporting requirements, including providing 
documentation to the patient’s primary care provider, if applicable, and entering in the information 
in the appropriate immunization registry designated by the Immunization Branch of the State 
Department of Public Health. 
(c) The board may adopt regulations to implement this section. The adoption, amendment, repeal, 
or readoption of a regulation authorized by this section is deemed to address an emergency, for 
purposes of Sections 11346.1 and 11349.6 of the Government Code, and the board is hereby 
exempted for this purpose from the requirements of subdivision (b) of Section 11346.1 of the 
Government Code. For purposes of subdivision (e) of Section 11346.1 of the Government Code, the 
180-day period, as applicable to the effective period of an emergency regulatory action and 
submission of specified materials to the Office of Administrative Law, is hereby extended to 240 days. 
Section 2496.5 is added to the Business and Professions Code, to read:  
Any vaccine training program provided through the federal Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, including courses that were completed by a licensed doctor of podiatric medicine on or 
after January 4, 2021, pursuant to the Department of Consumer Affairs public health emergency 
order DCA-21-115, or any subsequent waivers that supersede this waiver, and Section 2473 shall 
count toward the fulfillment of the continuing education requirements governed by Section 2496. 
 
 





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		dpms_vaccine_cme.pdf









		Report created by: 

		Klara Flanagan, klara.flanagan@dca.ca.gov



		Organization: 

		







 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

